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The Social Cognition Parallax Interview Corpus (SCOPIC) is a cross-

linguistic corpus designed to study aspects of interaction, 

engagement, social accounting and more interact with language. In 

a recent paper, we use this corpus and hierarchical modelling to 

examine what matters most for four case studies in linguistic 

variation: the language you use or your own individual choices 

(Barth et al. 2020). We find that both matter and statistical methods 

that can take both into account are better ones. This talk will 

describe the principles of the approach and the method we used. 

Our variation case studies include structural and semantic variables, 

which are more highly conditioned by context and features of 

interaction. The corpus approach benefits typological analysis 

because we can use a preponderance of evidence to see how 

language varies both within and between languages.
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